ONTARIO FARMLAND TRUST

PROTECTING FARMLAND FOREVER

May 29, 2026

The Honourable Rob Flack

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
17th Floor, 777 Bay Street

Toronto, ON M7A 2J3

Re: Request to Suspend South Simcoe Priority Site Approvals Following Honda EV Project
Suspension

Dear Minister Flack,

I am writing on behalf of the Ontario Farmland Trust to respectfully request that the Province
suspend any approvals related to the South Simcoe Growth and Housing Needs process,
including the priority sites identified through ERO Posting 026-0383, until the Ministry has
reassessed whether these lands are still required in light of Honda’s indefinite suspension of its
planned electric vehicle value chain investment project in Alliston.

The original ERO posting (025-0930) for the South Simcoe Growth and Housing Needs process
identified Honda’s existing manufacturing operations in Alliston, the potential for future
manufacturing investment, and the anticipated Honda expansion as key rationales for additional
residential and employment growth planning in South Simcoe. Honda’s recent announcement is
therefore a material change in circumstances.

Given that the anticipated Honda investment was a major basis for the Province’s stated
concern about additional growth and housing needs in South Simcoe, OFT recommends that
the Ministry pause any decisions on additional lands until it has assessed how Honda’s
suspension affects the underlying growth assumptions. This is particularly important because
Simcoe County has already completed growth planning based on Ministry of Finance population
projections and identified lands to accommodate projected growth through that process. Before
approving any additional settlement area expansions, the Ministry should undertake a clear,
updated assessment to determine whether lands beyond those already identified through the
County’s growth planning process remain necessary.

The scale of potential farmland loss underscores the need for this reassessment. Across the 10
proposed priority sites, approximately 3,249.7 hectares, or 8,030 acres, of prime agricultural
land is being proposed for development. Nearly all of the proposed parcels are predominantly
Class 1 soils, with the remaining parcels predominantly Class 2 or Class 3 soils. These lands
are therefore overwhelmingly composed of prime agricultural soils.
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Ontario’s farmland is finite and irreplaceable. Once prime agricultural land is converted to urban
use, it is effectively lost forever. Decisions that may remove agricultural land from production
must therefore be based on current, transparent, and defensible evidence. Approving these
sites before reassessing the need for additional land would risk the unnecessary loss of some of
Ontario’s highest-quality farmland.

Before any decision is made, we respectfully request that the Ministry:

1. suspend any approvals related to the South Simcoe priority sites;

2. assess how Honda’s indefinite suspension of its Alliston EV project affects projected
population, employment, housing, and land needs in South Simcoe;

3. determine whether Simcoe County’s existing growth projections and identified land
supply are sufficient in light of this changed circumstance;

4. explain whether any additional lands remain necessary beyond those already identified
through the County’s growth planning process; and

5. only if additional lands are still demonstrated to be necessary, require full agricultural
impact assessments or equivalent agricultural evaluations before any sites are
approved.

At this time, the evidence base that supported the South Simcoe process has materially
changed. The Province should not proceed as though the original rationale remains intact. A
pause is warranted so the Ministry can reassess the need for these lands in light of Honda’s
announcement and ensure that any future decisions are grounded in updated growth
assumptions and a complete understanding of agricultural impacts.

OFT would welcome the opportunity to discuss these concerns with you or your staff and to
support a planning approach that protects Ontario’s agricultural land base while ensuring growth
decisions are evidence-based and responsive to current circumstances.

Sincerely,
7%

Martin Straathof, MSc (Planning)
Executive Director
Ontario Farmland Trust
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