ONTARIO FARMLAND TRUST

PROTECTING FARMLAND FOREVER

April 13, 2026

Attention: Consultation —Future Uses of the Pickering Lands
Transport Canada

4900 Yonge Street

Toronto, ON M2N 6AS5

To Transport Canada,
RE:Future Uses of the Pickering Lands

Introduction

On behalf of the Ontario Farmland Trust (OFT), thank you for the opportunity to provide
feedback regarding the potential future uses of the Pickering Lands following the January
2025 announcement that these lands will not be used for a future airport site and the intent to
transfer lands with high conservation to Parks Canada to expand Rouge National Urban Park.

For more than fifty years, these 9,300 acres of land have remained largely intact and continue
to support a unique mosaic of agricultural lands, forests, wetlands, and rural communities.
Today, they represent one of the most significant opportunities in Canada to demonstrate how
agriculture, conservation, and community can coexist in a rapidly urbanizing region.

Located within the Duffins Creek watershed and forming a critical ecological connection
between the Oak Ridges Moraine and Lake Ontario, these lands play an important role in
biodiversity protection, watershed health, and climate resilience. They also contain some of
the most productive Class 1 farmland in Canada Out of the 9,300 acres making up the
Pickering lands, 6,700 acres of agricultural land, primarily Class 1 soil, representing a vital
agricultural resource within the Greater Toronto Area'. The value and rarity of Class 1

farmland must be taken into consideration as only 0.5% of Canada’s land mass consists of
Class 1 farmland’.

Ontar|o Farmland Trust, c/o Un|ver5|ty of Guelph 50 Stone Road East, Guelph ON N1G 2W1
(519) 781-3276 (FARM) | info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca |www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca



ONTARIO FARMLAND TRUST

PROTECTING FARMLAND FOREVER

OFT supports the federal government’s exploration of long-term stewardship options for
these lands and recognizes the strong alignment between the vision for the Pickering Federal
Lands and the mission of OFT.

About the Ontario Farmland Trust

OFT is a charitable, not-for-profit organization dedicated to protecting Ontario’s farmlands
and associated agricultural, natural and cultural landscapes. We do this through direct land
securement, stewardship, research and policy advocacy to ensure it remains available for
agriculture and community benefit in perpetuity.

Since its founding, OFT has worked with farmers, landowners, municipalities, conservation
organizations, and governments to:

Secure conservation easements on farmland
Protect working agricultural landscapes

Support sustainable agriculture

Provide land access opportunities for new farmers
Promote farmland stewardship and education

OFT is uniquely positioned as an organization whose mandate integrates both agriculture and
conservation, enabling it to steward landscapes where farming and ecological protection
coexist.

Food Security

This nation is facing a critical juncture whereby the need for housing and the need to protect
our limited agricultural land base and sustain food security must both be priorities. This can
be achieved by protecting the agricultural land base while providing housing in areas not
suited to agriculture.

Farmland loss is a national issue and according to the 2021 Census of Agriculture data,
Ontario alone loses approximately 319 acres of farmland every day. Between 2016 and 2021,
Canada experienced a 3.2% total decrease in farm area*. The rate of loss, driven by urban
sprawl, infrastructure development, and aggregate expansion is unsustainable.
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Farmland is a finite resource that comprises less than 5% of Ontario’s land base yet supports
the agri-food sector employing over 871,000 Ontarians and contributing more than $51
billion annually to the province’s GDP°. Everyone relies on agriculture in some form or
another and therefore the loss of farmland impacts our access to quality local food, but also
puts jobs at risk and impacts the economic resiliency of these markets.

These lands are not just resources for Canada but also serve critical natural and cultural
landscapes that are increasingly at risk.

The Right Honourable Mark Carney is implementing the “Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit” to tackle food costs while also providing investments to food suppliers, supply
chains and bolster food security. OFT applauds these efforts and stresses the importance of
protecting agricultural land to support such initiatives. Food security is national security. It is
crucial to ensure we can support current and future generations of Canadians without
over-reliance on foreign markets and rising costs that would severely impact us all.

The Pickering Lands provide an opportunity for the Federal Government to emphasize the
importance of food security by protecting critical agricultural land. The quality of soil that
exists within the Pickering Lands, and its geographic location would allow for the growth of
diversified crops within close proximity to urban centres. The land is not suitable for housing
and requires proper agricultural management to become a driving economic force in the
community.

Rouge National Urban Park

The vision developed for the expanded Rouge National Urban Park, created by the
Waterfront Regeneration Trust and Friends of the Rouge Urban National Park, recognizes
that the Pickering Federal Lands offer a unique opportunity to integrate three mutually
supportive elements:

e Nature
e Agriculture
e Community
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This “three-legged stool” model demonstrates how environmental protection, sustainable
agriculture, and rural communities can coexist within a single landscape.

The vision emphasizes:

Protection of natural ecosystems and ecological corridors
Long-term preservation of prime agricultural lands

Opportunities for recreation, education, and community engagement
Revitalization of rural communities

Long-term stewardship of land for public benefit

These principles align closely with the mandate and experience of the Ontario Farmland
Trust and OFT stresses the importance of not only the long-term stewardship of the Pickering
Lands but also the expansion of the Rouge National Urban Park.

The Role of OFT
OFT would be prepared to support the Government of Canada in several potential ways.

OFT’s mission is to protect and preserve Ontario farmlands and associated agricultural,
natural and cultural landscapes of food production for the benefit of Ontarians today and
future generations. Ontario and Canada as whole faces a looming crisis within the agriculture
sector as 40% of farm operators are expected to retire by 2033, This will undoubtedly leave
a gap in the agricultural workforce across the province and country as a whole. To combat
this, OFT has made strides in preparing the next generation of farmers to support our
agriculture sector through the development of our farmland access program. OFT’s program
supports new, young and underrepresented farmers by permanently protecting farmland and
creating secure, affordable pathways for farmers to access land and build viable farm
businesses. This has been done to address the barriers facing future farmers including soaring
land-prices, short-term lease agreements, widening succession gaps and competition from
non-farm development.

As the Right Honourable Mark Carney said during his speech at the World Economic Forum,
Canada has the ability “to build our strength at home”. The Government of Canada has the
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opportunity to invest in the future of Ontario and Canada’s Agriculture Sector by keeping the
Pickering Lands in Agriculture production. By doing this, OFT could support Parks Canada
or federal partners by adapting our farmland access framework to support farming
operations on these lands while ensuring long-term sustainability.

Exploring a Complementary Stewardship Model with Ontario Farmland Trust

OFT recognizes that the Government of Canada may pursue a variety of options for the
long-term stewardship of the Pickering Federal Lands, including the expansion of the Rouge
National Urban Park.

With various partnership and stewardship models suggested to the Government of Canada
during public and stakeholder consultations, OFT would be prepared to support the
Government of Canada should additional partners or stewardship models be beneficial.

If a complementary stewardship model was desired by the Government of Canada, a portion
of the lands could potentially be held or managed by OFT. By utilizing this model, lands
would remain protected for agricultural and ecological conservation, which provides public
benefits. As well, agriculture and conservation objectives would be embedded in agreements.
Furthermore, long-term protection would be secured through conservation instruments. This
approach would ensure that lands would remain protected for agriculture and ecological
values in perpetuity, while allowing flexible management through partnerships.

Conclusion

OFT thanks you for the opportunity to provide these comments and I remain available for
further discussion.

Sincerely,

Martin Straathof, MSc
Executive Director
Ontario Farmland Trust
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