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Message from the Chair and 
Executive Director
The 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will mark the completion of 
our first year working together in our current roles to contribute to 
the work accomplished by the Ontario Farmland Trust (OFT). As we 
approach the AGM, it is time to reflect on our achievements and look to 
coming years.

Our efforts in 2017 focused on reaching out and growing OFT’s network 
across the province. Throughout the year we attended festivals, farmers 
markets, and outreach events. These events allowed us to share our 
vision for farmland protection, start a conversation about the important 
work that OFT does, and build upon and forge new relationships with 
local and regional partners who share these farmland protection goals.

This focus on network expansion comes at a critical time for OFT. 
We are currently in the process of securing three easements and the 
number of inquiries from landowners interested in protecting their 
farms continues to grow.

OFT also continued to use its unique perspective to inform policy 
decisions. We provided feedback and commentary to the Province on 
the three draft Agricultural Systems products, helping to strengthen 
these tools for farmland viability.

As we look to the future, we aim to continue broadening our network, 
increasing support, and strengthening partnerships throughout the province. We are swiftly 
moving towards a total of 1,500 protected acres and we look forward to building on our strong 
foundation as leaders in farmland protection in Ontario.

We would like to extend our gratitude and thanks to our donors, volunteers, current and past 
board members, and staff. Through your ongoing support, we have accomplished much during 
the past year and have a promising year ahead of us. 
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"�Building strong partnerships and support across 
the province will enable us to effectively work with 
landowners and preserve a larger land base in the 
years to come."  
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Farmland Protection
Since early 2017, OFT has been working closely with two landowners to ensure 
their properties are permanently protected as farmland using registered Farmland 
Easement Agreements. 

The first property will be our fourth registered easement in Simcoe County. This helps to 
establish a cluster of preserved farmland, which will strengthen the County’s agricultural 
viability into the future. This property will also safeguard productive arable land from urban 
encroachment as nearby Collingwood continues to grow. 

The second property will be OFT’s first easement in Oxford County. This is an exciting 
opportunity to continue building a province-wide network of landowners who are 
committed to protecting farmland for current and future generations. 

In total, these properties will add an additional 255 acres to the over 1,200 acres currently 
protected by OFT. This protection ensures that farmland will remain in agriculture 
forever, contributing to Ontario's agricultural heritage, rural identity, and food production 
capabilities. It also helps prevent the fragmentation of critical habitat and the loss of 
Ontario’s natural areas. 

These two properties contain ecologically diverse wetlands and forests that are home to 
many species at risk or of special concern including the monarch butterfly, barn swallow, 
snapping turtle, and bobolink. OFT’s ongoing work to protect farmland in perpetuity plays 
an important role in maintaining both the agricultural land base and large tracts of natural 
habitat, promoting healthy ecosystems and rural communities into the future. 
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"�This protection ensures that farmland will remain 
in agriculture forever, contributing to Ontario's 
agricultural heritage, rural identity, and food 
production capabilities." 
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Farmland Policy
Throughout the past year, Ontario Farmland Trust had multiple opportunities to work with 
the Province to support the ongoing improvement of provincial policies and planning tools 
used to protect Ontario’s agricultural land base.  

In response to proposed Greenbelt boundary amendments, OFT provided recommendations 
to ensure greater transparency for land classification changes and uphold the intent of the 
Greenbelt Plan. OFT called for more clearly defined justification for boundary amendments 
to avoid setting a farmland removal precedent and ensure the ongoing preservation of 
agricultural land within the Greenbelt’s boundaries.

OFT also had the opportunity to provide feedback on the three draft Agricultural Systems 
products released by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. These 
products hold promise as tools for effective planning at all levels of government. They have 
the potential to ensure planning decisions are appropriate for the surrounding context 
and do not impede but instead support the functioning of Ontario’s vibrant agri-food 
system. OFT was pleased to continue its work as an active stakeholder in the development 
and refinement of these products. Through consultation, OFT contributed feedback that 
reiterated its stance on establishing firm urban boundaries. It also gave recommendations 
that further strengthened the products’ protection of current and future farmland, in part 
through promoting strong planning decisions at the municipal level. 

Early in the fall, OFT also organized a submission to the Ontario government that called 
for stronger farmland protection across the province. To further illustrate the importance 
of preserving this valuable resource, OFT collected letters of support from farmers, farm 
organizations, municipalities, industry representatives, and not-for-profit organizations. The 
passion and experience of OFT alongside its many partners in this endeavor amplified this 
call to action and emphasized the importance of maintaining a viable agricultural land base 
to support current and future generations.
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"�The passion and experience of OFT alongside its many 
partners in this endeavor amplified this call to action 
and emphasized the importance of maintaining a 
viable agricultural land base to support current and 
future generations."  



Annual Farmland Forum
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The 13th Annual Farmland Forum was held on March 30th, 2017 at the Mariposa Inn & 
Conference Centre in Orillia, in partnership with the Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition, and 
supported by Canadians for a Sustainable Society, OMAFRA, and the University of Guelph 
School of Environmental Design and Rural Development. 

This event brought together planners, farmers, researchers, policy makers, elected officials, 
and land conservation enthusiasts to discuss current and potential strategies for protecting 
Ontario’s farmland. The theme, “The Future of Farming and Farmland Protection in Ontario” 
resonated with participants, whose passion and enthusiasm brought Forum conversations 
to life. 

The day included a wide variety of panels, break away sessions, and plenary presentations 
on a number of engaging topics within the Ontario context and beyond. Forum participants 
left with many important takeaway messages including a better understanding of effective 
planning approaches used to protect and promote farmland viability and a renewed 
commitment to preserving agricultural systems in their entirety across Ontario.  

Dan Longboat, the Director of the Indigenous Environmental Studies and Science 
Program at Trent University, and our keynote speaker, started the day off by discussing 
Indigenous perspectives on farming and farmland preservation. His discussion reflected 
on the problematic history of Western agriculture’s impacts on First Nations’ food security 
and sovereignty. He promoted a broader, more holistic and inclusive approach to food 
production and provision moving forward. 

The day concluded with Jim Johnson, from the Oregon Department of Agriculture, 
discussing the State’s experience protecting farmland and promoting agricultural viability. 
Oregon provides an interesting case study for possible policy approaches for Ontario to 
better protect farmland. More specifically, implementing strong data-driven urban growth 
boundaries and maintaining farmland’s working integrity to promote agricultural viability 
have strong potential for the future of Ontario farmland protection.
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2017 Financials Report

Audited 2017 Audited 2016
Revenue 382,521 280,769
Expense 273,812 249,188
Balance 108,709 31,581

Other (1%) Donations In Kind (2%)

Event Income (3%)

Foundation Grants (14%)

Donations and 
Memberships (34%)

Government 
Grants (46%)
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Protecting Farmland Forever
The Mission of the Ontario Farmland Trust is to protect 
and preserve Ontario farmlands and associated agricultural, 
natural, and cultural features of the countryside through 
direct land securement stewardship, policy research 
and education for the benefit of Ontarians today and 
future generations.

c/o University of Guelph, SEDRD
Guelph, ON N1G 2W1
(519) 824-4120 ext. 52654
info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca  |  www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca

Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation


