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Suzanne is the Director of Policy and Research for the Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario (CFFO). As CFFO’s policy writer, she advocates for 
farmers and agriculture on a wide range of issues, including land use 
planning and farmland protection, soil health, water protection, and 
economic and social issues affecting farming communities. She joined 
the CFFO staff in 2015, shortly after completing her PhD research on the 
CFFO’s cultural history and understandings of Christian stewardship in
farming. Suzanne is fascinated by faith and agriculture, food policy, and 
environmental stewardship, all of which play into her work for the CFFO.
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Heidi is the Creator and Farmer at Stems Flower Farm, a small eight-acre
 flower farm just outside of Cookstown. Heidi has been farming flowers for 
15 years, growing unique varieties for the floral trades. Over the last five
 years, she has dedicated her fields to producing specialty cut flowers and 
flower seed for Canadian growers. Stems Flower Farm seed shop is home
 to over 1,200 varieties of flower, vegetable, and herb seed. Since 2017, Heidi 
has shared her knowledge of growing specialty cut flowers, and the flower 
farming business as a frequent speaker at seed and horticultural events.
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Sara is an Assistant Professor of Rural Planning and Development at the 
University of Guelph. She received her BA and MA in Geography from 
Brock University and completed her PhD in Rural Studies at the 
University of Guelph. Sara has worked extensively with rural communities 
in southern and northern Ontario, examining issues related to farmland 
loss, agricultural viability, land use conflicts and social aspects of rural life. 
Sara has previously worked in municipal land use planning and as a 
private consultant for a variety of rural and agricultural planning projects. 
Her current research interests include rural land use planning, agricultural 
systems, migration, and cannabis.
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Known as one of Canada’s most cited social scientists working on food 
and sustainability, Evan was a Canada Research Chair from 2010-2020. 
He has written over 50 op-eds for a range of publications including CNN 
and the Guardian as well as two popular non-fiction books on food se-
curity, one of which was nominated for the James Beard Food Literature 
Award and is currently working on a third. Additionally, Evan has 
co-authored over 100 academic papers and book chapters and
 co-produced/co-hosted three one-hour radio documentaries for CBC’s 
premier documentary show Ideas on the future of food. Currently, he sits 
on a number of boards including co-chair of the Canadian Food Policy 
Advisor Council and vice-chair of the Maple Leaf Centre for Action on 
Food Security. 

PhD | Director of Arrell Food Institute | Professor of Geography, 
University of Guelph

Carl is a beef feedlot operator and owns and operates an on-farm 
anaerobic digester called Marl Creek Renewables in the Municipality of 
Brockton. The on-farm digester is for thermal treatment of manure and 
food and animal waste for the production of biogas. Carl is also part 
owner of Cornerstone Renewables, an organic waste diversion company 
that redirects animal and food processing waste and source separated 
organics from households to anaerobic digesters throughout the 
province. Frook Farms markets approximately 4500 cattle per year 
under the Ontario Corn Fed Beef Program in association with the CRSB 
(Canadian Round Table for Sustainable Beef). Carl believes sustainability
is about doing it better for future generations.  
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Mitchell is the Livestock Manager at Good Family Farms, a certified 
organic, regenerative farm, located in Grey Highlands just south of 
Georgian Bay. He majored in Environmental Science and Psychology at 
Wilfred Laurier University. Mitchell is very passionate about local food, 
community food security and how they relate to our ecosystems. Prior to 
farming, he played professional hockey in the USA, and worked in both 
landscaping and the organic fertilizer industry. Since 2015, Mitchell has 
holistically managed over 1000 acres in which livestock including cattle, 
pigs, & chickens along with row crops are farmed. Good Family Farms’ 
land rotation includes corn, beans, wheat, as well as mix grain perennial 
pastures and cover crops. The farm also hosts a 2-acre vegetable garden 
and an on-farm store. 
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Leigh is the chair of The Sustainability Project (formerly GBSUSNET), a 
local non-profit that runs sustainable programming across Grey and 
Bruce County including the Community Gardens Network and Career-
WORKS high school classroom workshops. Leigh is also a father of three 
kids, a community organizer, a founder of the Bruce Peninsula Multi-sport 
Race, a board member with Bagdia’waad Alliance and is engaged with 
several grassroots groups that encourage outdoor sport.
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Rachel has studied the foundations of soil biology and mechanics, 
studied environmental tech at Sir Sandford Fleming College and interned 
at Ontario Water Buffalo Co. In 2020, Rachel was hired as Topsy Farm’s 
Fencing Manager, where she coordinated and managed a major 
rewilding project – returning 700m of pasture back to the exclusive use 
of nature. She has courageously changed the farm’s predator control 
strategy to one of non-violence by studying coyote behaviour. Currently, 
Rachel is undertaking a 10-acre, rotational grazing, soil regeneration 
project in partnership with international fencing company, Gallagher. 
Concerned with the security of healthful food, Rachel intends to 
incorporate land conservation and CO2 sequestration techniques. 
Her goal is to help Topsy Farms proactively adapt to climate change 
in a world of increasing food insecurity while creating a blueprint that 
other farms with a similar outlook to follow.
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Philly is the Economic Development Officer for Local Food in Grey
County. She works with agriculture and food businesses across the value 
chain to support a vibrant agri-food community and economy in Grey. 
Philly joined the county in 2011 and has facilitated projects that assist with 
networking, mapping, skills development, marketing, communications, 
and more. She is currently partnering to help create community gardens 
and a Fab Lab maker space at Grey County’s new Sydenham Campus. 
She is also an avid all-season open water swimmer and Bruce Trail hiker.

RPP | Local Economic Development Officer, Grey County
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Paul is a ninth-generation fruit farmer in the Niagara Peninsula. He is 
the co-owner of Moyers Apple Products, based in Beamsville, Ontario, 
and established that enterprise in 1990. Moyers Apple Products won an 
Ontario Centre of Excellence award and received the 2017 Premier’s 
Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence from the Government of 
Ontario for his Clēan Verification process to tackle issues of food 
contamination. In 2019, Paul and Clēan Works won the world’s top food 
safety award from the International Association of Food Protection. Paul 
and his partners created Clēan Works Medical after receiving the call 
to action from the Canadian government to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Paul is from Vineland, Ontario, and has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Economics and Marketing from Auburn University, in Auburn, 
Alabama. He also has an associate’s degree in Microbiology, Economics 
and Marketing in the field of Agricultural Marketing at Alfred State 
College, SUNY (State University of New York) College of Technology, in 
Alfred, New York.

Owner of Moyer’s Apple Products & Co-owner of Clēan Works Corp
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Krista is the Executive Director of the National Farmers Union – Ontario. 
She is a passionate advocate for small family farms, farmland protection, 
ecologically viable farming practices, and a local, equitable food system. 
She has over 20 years’ experience in the not-for-profit sector with a variety 
of organizations including the Canadian Organic Growers, the Waterloo 
Region Food System Roundtable, and the Ontario Farmland Trust.
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Dave is the head beekeeper and owner at Backed by Bees, a Burlington 
based beekeeping operation, meadery and farm market. Dave began 
his beekeeping career at the Honey Bee Research Centre at the 
University of Guelph where he was able to gain experience and build 
connections in the research, hobby, and commercial beekeeping world. 
Dave has established himself as a valuable resource to the beekeeping 
industry in Ontario and his influence and outreach ranges from 
consulting to sitting on the board of the Ontario Beekeepers
 Association. He manages all things ‘honeybee’ at Backed by Bees and 
enjoys working with the 500+ hives that are in his care. 
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Linda is the Manager of Climate Change Initiatives at Grey County. She 
joined Grey County in summer 2021 and brings 10 years of environmen-
tal program and policy experience to the role. Her most recent previous 
position was as the City of Toronto Manager of Policy & Research in the 
Environment and Energy Division where she led the creation of Toron-
to’s climate action strategy. Linda’s climate work has focused on building 
strong relationships with internal and external collaborators and build-
ing capacity through knowledge exchange and engagement programs. 
Linda has a Bachelor of Environmental Studies and a Masters of Global 
Environmental Governance from the University of Waterloo and recently 
completed a certificate in Ecopsychology.
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David has been employed with Environment Canada’s weather service for 
50 years. He has published several books, papers, and reports, including 
a book on The Climates of Canada, and two bestsellers The Day Niagara 
Falls Ran Dry and Blame It on the Weather. He was the originator and
author of the Canadian Weather Trivia Calendar. David frequently 
appears on national radio and television as a commentator on weather 
and climate matters. He has been awarded the Commemorative 
Medal for the 125th Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada, the 
Queen Elizabeth Golden and Diamond Jubilee Medals and has twice 
received the Public Service Merit Award.  David is the recipient of three 
honorary doctorates from the universities of Waterloo and Windsor and 
Nipissing University. In 2001, David was named to the Order of Canada.

CM | Senior Climatologist, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
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Peter has collaborated with various partners on a number of applied 
research projects exploring electronics and urban farming, with 
emphasis on the internet of things. With a background in farming and 
electronics, Peter addresses agricultural issues with technology. His 
research ranges from sensor-based data gathering, application display, 
data networking and communication, device packaging and disease 
prediction in plants and honeybees. Peter was selected by OMAFRA for 
the 2017 Minister’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence for his 
Hive Health system.

Professor at School of Applied Technology, Humber College | 
CEO, SunPillar Inc. 
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Dr. Warriner has a BSc in Food Science and PhD in Microbial Physiology 
from his studies in the UK. Following university, he went on to work on 
biosensors and became a Research Fellow in Food Microbiology. 
He joined the Faculty of the University of Guelph in 2002. During the last 
15 years, Dr. Warriner has published more than 200 papers, book chapters, 
patents, and conference abstracts. His research interests are focused on 
enhancing food safety and directed at providing risk management 
solutions to industry. He is frequently contacted by the media to provide 
commentary on food safety issues and is the past President of the 
Ontario Food Protection Association. Dr Warriner sits on several industry 
committees and is the current Director of the OMAFRA HQP Scholarship 
program.

PhD | Professor in Food Science, University of Guelph | Food Scientist ,
Clean Works Corporation
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