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Who We Are
The Ontario Farmland Trust is a provincial charity that protects Ontario farmland for the future.
We do this by working in partnership with farmland owners to place Farmland Easement Agreements
on the land, permanently protecting the agricultural areas, along with the natural areas like forests and
wetlands, from development and other non-agricultural uses.
Our Vision is for a future where Ontario’s farmland is valued and permanently protected through sound
policy, partnerships, and proactive community engagement; where diverse farming communities
thrive; and where the protection of farmland, agriculture, and local food production is recognized as
the foundation of a sustainable rural economy in Ontario.

Ontario Farmland Trust
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Message from the Chair of the Board
and Executive Director
2020 was a year not many people will forget. Many groups, including the
Ontario Farmland Trust, had to shift to working and meeting online as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This meant a number of changes for us,
including cancelling our annual Farmland Forum, creating new protocols
for easement monitoring visits, and missing out on visiting with our
supporters who we regularly enjoy catching up with throughout the year.
But one thing that did not change was the supportive network of
members and donors that believe farmland should be protected for the
future. Thank you! You are an amazing group of champions for farmland
protection in Ontario. The work and results presented in this Donor Impact
Report are because of you. We hope you enjoy reviewing the highlights in
this report, and celebrate the accomplishments that you have helped to
make happen.

Bernard Pope
Board Chair

Together, we finalized the protection of 210 acres of farmland in Prince
Edward County. And, work began on the protection of over 600 acres of
farmland in Bruce County. 2020 also received twice as many calls as usual
from farmers and farmland owners who want to ensure that their land is
available for agriculture forever.
The increased interest in farmland protection could be a result of the
pandemic underscoring the need for a resilient local food system, or from
the number of proposed changes to provincial legislation that could
impact farmland and farmland loss in the province. The Ontario Farmland
Trust submitted a number of recommendations in an effort to combat these
changes, including proposed changes to the Greenbelt, the Growth Plan,
and the use of Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZOs).

Kathryn Enders
Executive Director

The world seems to be shifting and changing at a different pace, but one
thing we know that is not changing, is that together we will continue to
work hard to protect Ontario farmland today, so that we have a place to
grow our food tomorrow.
2020 Donor Impact Report
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Farmland Protection

Species Spotlight:
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

With the support of our wonderful donors, OFT worked with the Hudson
family to protect their two farms in Prince Edward County. The protection
of these farms brings OFT to a total of over 1600 acres of protected
farmland and natural habitat on 17 different farms throughout eight
different regions of Ontario.

Blanding’s Turtle

Identified by their domed shell, bright yellow chin and
throat the Blanding’s Turtle can be found in shallow
lakes and wetlands1.

Every year, OFT staff and volunteers visit our protected farms to ensure
that the easements are being upheld. Thankfully, these visits occur
outdoors and we were able to implement new safety protocols for staff
and volunteers attending easement visits. These visits are always a
highlight of the year as we enjoy the beautiful farmland and witness the
wildlife that calls our protected farms home. This year, we heard the
bubbly song of the Bobolink, saw migratory warblers, and even witnessed
thousands of Monarch butterflies who had stopped in a field on one of our
protected farms for a rest during their long migration south.
Interest in farmland protection has only grown, and the coming year will
be busy as we continue with the work started on the protection of 600
acres of farmland in Bruce County, and begin working on four more new
easements.

Ontario Farmland Trust
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The Blanding’s Turtle is provincially listed as threatened,
due to loss of habitat, motor vehicles, and being slow
breeders. Many of the wetlands protected by Ontario
Farmland Trust’s conservation easements could provide
perfect habitat for them!
1. Government of Ontario. 2021. https://www.ontario.ca/page/blandings-turtle

Your Impact
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Protected Farms

Robson Farm

Region: Oxford County
# of Acres: 85
Species at Risk: 5
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops
Natural Features: Wetlands,
Forests, Habitat Expansion
(Wildlife corridors)
Easement Donors:
Craig & Nancy Robson

Dean Farm

Region: Wellington County
# of Acres: 94
Species at Risk: 4
Agricultural Features:
Pasture, Currants
Natural Features: Forest,
Section of the Lutteral Swan
Creek Provincially Significant
Wetland Complex
Easement Donor:
Kathryn Dean

Copeland Farm

Region: Wellington County
# of Acres: 72
Species at Risk: 5
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops
Natural Features: Speed River,
Riparian Habitat, Provincially
Significant Wetland, Forest,
Meadow
Easement Donors:
Dave & Cindy Copeland

Haley Farm

Region: Brant County
# of Acres: 31
Species at Risk: 4
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops
Natural Features: Pond,
Forest
Easement Donor:
Margaret Haley

Morrison Farm

Tiny Township Farm

Region: Simcoe County
# of Acres: 173
Species at Risk: 5
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops, Squash
Natural Features: Section of
the Pretty River, Forest
Easement Donors:
Murray & Jo-Anne Morrison

Region: Simcoe County
# of Acres: 342 (3 farms)
Species at Risk: 0
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops, Hay
Natural Features: Field,
Forest
Easement Donor:
County of Simcoe

Ignatius Jesuit Centre

Little Rock Farm

Region: Wellington County
# of Acres: 92
Species at Risk: 7
Natural Features:
Regenerating Field, Forest,
Section of the Speed River,
Old Growth Forest Project
Easement Donor: Ignatius
Jesuit Centre

Region: Simcoe County
# of Acres: 150 (2 farms)
Species at Risk: 0
Agricultural Features:
Hay and Pasture
Natural Features: Forest,
River, Grassland, Riparian
Habitat, Ephemeral Swamp
Easement Donor:
Helen Martinic

Bethell Farm

Region: Peel Region
# of Acres: 100
Species at Risk: 4
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops, Hay
Natural Features: Wetland that
is part of the headwaters of the
Credit River
Easement Donor:
Lorna Bethell

Hindmarsh Farm

Region: Huron County
# of Acres: 141
Species at Risk: 4
Agricultural Features:
Hay, Cash Crops
Natural Features: Forest,
Ponds, Wetlands, Meadows
Easement Donor:
Marian Hindmarsh

Samuel-Stevens Farm

Region: Halton Region
# of Acres: 48
Species at Risk: 0
Agricultural Features:
Fallow, Tree Farm
Natural Features: Forest,
Wetland, Regenerating Field
Easement Donor:
Alan Samuel

Belain Farm

Region: Peel Region
# of Acres: 102
Species at Risk: 4
Agricultural Features:
Cash Crops
Natural Features: Wetlands,
Ponds, Forests
Easement Donor:
Deirdre Wright

*in partnership with Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust
Photo by Stephanie Moody on Unsplash

However, even this idyllic sanctuary for nature and agriculture has
been threatened by urban sprawl and development. Development
pressure is increasing and threatening farmland all across Ontario
and Prince Edward County is no exception. In the past, the family
has had to fight to save the rich and fertile soils on their farms from
encroaching development, which is why the Hudsons first contacted
OFT about protecting their farmland.
These easement agreements will allow the Hudsons to rest easy with
the knowledge that their farms will remain farmland and protected
habitat, forever.

“Our farm has produced food
for six generations, as well as
provided habitat for many
species of birds and animals.
We want it to remain this way
for future generations, and
working with the Ontario
Farmland Trust ensures that
this will happen.”

Protected Forever in 2020 - Hudson Easement
Nestled in a corner of Prince Edward County is the Hudson family farm. Totaling 210-acres, the two
farms owned by the Hudsons are OFT’s first easements in Prince Edward County.
The Hudsons grow organic hay and heritage grains like rye, red fife wheat, and buckwheat on the rich
and fertile agricultural soils. In fact, many of the products the Hudsons produce go directly into the
local food system, which they are passionate about sustaining. The Hudsons’ farm is a deep-rooted
family business that is currently in its sixth generation, and the Hudsons are pleased to know that their
land is now protected for agriculture and wildlife forever.
In addition to the bounty of food that these farms produce, they also act as a haven for local wildlife.
The farm boasts ample natural habitat that many animals call home. Species at risk like Wood
Thrushes and Eastern Wood-pewee (both provincially listed as Special Concern) and Butternut
(provincially listed as Endangered) make use of the forested and natural areas on the farms. One
natural area even has five small Butternut trees growing along a creek, an uplifting sight knowing the
species’ critical status!
The family has also set aside three acres of a hay field for grassland species who are at risk to use for
nesting. Their dedication to conservation has encouraged Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark (both
provincially listed as Threatened), as well as Grasshopper Sparrows (provincially listed as Special
Concern) to make this farm their home during the breeding season. A lack of suitable habitat is one of
the biggest threats facing these at-risk grassland birds mentioned above.
Ontario Farmland Trust
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- Don and Deborah Hudson,
Easement Donors
Region:
Prince Edward County
# of Acres: 210 (2 farms)
Species at Risk: 8
Agricultural Features:

Natural Features:
Forests, Ephemeral Pond
Easement Donors:
Don & Deb Hudson

Hay, Barley, Rye, Heritage Grains

2020 Donor Impact Report
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Farmland Policy

OCTOBER

Your continued support allowed the Ontario Farmland Trust to remain a
strong voice for farmland protection, advocating for consistent farmland
protection measures in Provincial policies.
APRIL

J U LY

Conservation Authorities Letter to Premier Ford

This letter is a joint initiative from 112 organizations,
including OFT, calling on the Government of Ontario
to retain the current mandate of the Province’s 36
Conservation Authorities in protecting, restoring and
managing the watersheds where 95 percent of Ontarians
reside. Their functions and responsibilities with respect
to land use planning and permitting, monitoring,
stewardship and education must be maintained.

Proposed Amendment 1 to the Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe

NOVEMBER

OFT Response to Highway 413 Project

The proposed Highway 413 poses a major threat to farmland in
the GGH, and thus the viability of the region’s agri-food sector.
This highway will result in the loss of thousands of acres of prime
agricultural land, including over 1000 acres of protected farmland
in the Greenbelt.

OFT Response to the Greenbelt

The proximity of the farmland in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH)
to urban centres in the GTA makes it very desirable for non-agricultural
development, and development pressure on this valuable farmland is
high. OFT is pleased with the decisions of the Province regarding the
Greenbelt thus far, and would like to encourage the Province to
continue their support of the Greenbelt in the future.

This submission provides comments on the proposed
Amendment 1 to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe. The primary recommendations are to: prioritize
density targets over population forecasts when planning
in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH), limit municipal
abilities to plan for populations that exceed those predicted
within the growth forecasts in the Growth Plan, and to
reinstate protections for the habitat of species at risk
against aggregate extraction.
AUGUST

Ontario Farmland Trust

Species Spotlight:
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Bobolink

OFT Response to Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZOs)

Bobolinks can be found throughout Ontario
grasslands and hayfields. During the spring, these
songbirds build their nests on the ground in dense
grasses1.

The current Provincial government has introduced
more MZOs than the previous governments introduced
in the ten years prior. Many of these MZOs expedite
residential development in areas where there is complete
and comprehensive municipal land use planning in place.
This shows a disregard for the intended purpose of this
legislative tool, and sets a dangerous precedent that MZOs
may be used to forego the processes that have been put in
place to protect Ontario’s finite resources, including
agricultural land.
10

Bobolinks are provincially listed as threatened,
and are often observed on farms protected by
Ontario Farmland Trust conservation easements.
1. Government of Ontario. 2021. https://www.ontario.ca/page/bobolink
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Thank You

to our donors, monthly friends of farmland, members, and supporters

You are helping to save farmland in Ontario today, so that future generations can rely on it tomorrow.

$10,000+

Echo Foundation
The McLean Foundation
The Gosling Foundation
The Greenbelt Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Rodger & Nancy Cummins
Anna Bourgeois & Mike Douglas
Philip Gosling
Consecon Foundation
Grand River Agricultural Society
McLean Smits Family Foundation
Royal Bank of Canada
Takla Foundation

$1,500 - $4,999

Dave & Cindy Copeland
Jennifer Casu & Jean-Francois Morin
Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario
Brad Peterson

$500 - $1,499
Lee Adamson
Kathryn Enders
Allen Ajit George
Martin Griffith
Janette Johnston
Tom Kurtz

Bernard Pope
Jackie Ramler
Mark Reusser
Paul & Sue Robinson
Larry Rosevear
William Ross
Stuart & Jen Rutledge
Matt Setzkorn
Patricia Short-Galle
Gabrielle Untermann
Grey Bruce Christian Farmers Association
Huron Christian Farmers Association
University of Guelph, SEDRD
3 anonymous donors

$200 – $499

Sandy Agnew
Douglas Buck
Rick & Edith DeGraaf
Magda & Kim Gold
Gary & Jean L Goodman
Suzanne Lawrence
Ralph Martin
Murray Morrison
Norman Ragetlie
Craig Robson
Frank Shaw
Chris Stone
KIND Yoga
3 anonymous donors

< $200

Ken Alderson
Rick Archbold
Glen Brown
Brian and Jane Buckles
Peter Cameron
Sue Campbell
Susan Chan
Margaret Channon
Pat Charters
Elizabeth Chrumka
Kathleen Chung
Matthew Colley
Gordon Coukell
Dianne Dowling
Oana Finn
Bill French
Pamela Fulford
Tony Fuller
Jamie Gibb
Chris Gosselin
Ted Haines
Hal Heatherington
Marian Hindmarsh
Francis Hogan
Thomas Alan Holinshead
Stephen Holman
Lorraine Hudson
Nan Hudson
Garry Hunter
Tony Iacobelli

Photo by Federico Respini on Unsplash

Lisa Ivaldi
Bethanee Jensen
Hannah Kuryllowicz
Carol Leeming
Marci Lipman
Krista Long
Wayne & Heather Lyons
Heather McCarvell
Spencer McDonald
Dave & Audrey Medcalf
Martin Mudde
George Neville
Miriam Oudejans
Edward Paschin
Peter Peeters
Doug Penrice
Carla Placido
Ben Ragetlie
Michael Robertson
Albert Roffey

Tessa Rogers
William Rosenfeld
Joanna Salsberg
Stas Shulist
Laurie Smith
David Strachan
Joanne Strecker
Harold Tausch
Abagail Dawn Taylor
Lindalisa Tigani
George Turner
Elbert Van Donkersgoed
David Frederick Walsh
Margaret Walton
J. Michael Watts
Barry & Kathy White
Kathleen Wynne
Louise Young
The Big Carrot
6 anonymous donors

In Memory - donations were made in 2020

in memory of:

Christopher Hindmarsh
John Di Girolamo - Sho Sho
Tom Weir
Cormick Wheeler

In Honour - donations were made in 2020
in honour of:

Paul & Anne Burnham
David & Katie Douglas
Don & Deb Hudson
Jay & Susan Reesor
Larry Rosevear
Frank Shaw
Murray Swanston
Raymond Taylor

Thank you to our donors who wish to remain anonymous.
Ontario Farmland Trust
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Cormick spent many days helping on the farm. Sue recalls the year that Paul had back surgery, and
it was Cormick who helped seed 10 acres of grain and hay with her. He was only 12 at the time, but
his strong work ethic was a part of who he was. He helped with the chores at the neighbours and
his grandparents’ farms - milking, cultivating, harvesting, driving the tractor, picking stones, catching
chickens, stacking hay, clearing brush, mowing grass (a push mower was always his choice!)
– whatever needed to be done he was always happy to help. He also volunteered at the Kirkton Fair
every year.
When he was old enough he got a job at Moy Hall Dairy Farms Ltd. in Avonbank, and then later at
BSC Animal Nutrition Inc. in St. Marys. Cormick loved adventure, camping, travelling, and
music, especially playing bass in his band, Flywheel, but the farm was where his heart was at.
Protecting the land and small family farming operations is very important to Paul & Sue Robinson.
Preserving farmland through their monthly gifts to the Ontario Farmland Trust protects a piece
of Cormick’s memory, and the place where he was happiest – on the farm.

Remembering Cormick Wheeler
Cormick grew up playing and working on both of his grandparents’ farms. Farming was a part of him.
Sadly, he was not able to fulfill his dream of farming on his own. He passed away from a tragic accident
at the age of 17. This story is a tribute to his passion and love of farming.
Cormick loved tractors and all things mechanical. At the young age of two, he began honing his tractor
skills by hooking up a wagon to his tricycle and backing it up in place. He never could understand
why his Grandma could not back up wagons as well as he could!
Cormick was a lover of all things John Deere. Meeting Larry Hern (Mr. John Deere in his eyes) was a huge
highlight for Cormick! He also so admired the Massey Harris 44 at his grandparent’s (Paul and Sue
Robinson’s) farm, that they gifted it to him when they retired from the farm, and it still sits in the shed in his
memory.
Cormick’s grandfather, Paul Robinson grew up on a farm, and Sue was a town girl from St. Marys who
moved to the farm when she married Paul. They took over Paul’s family’s farm in 1969 – a 30 head dairy
operation in Kirkton. Together they grew to having over 70 head, and farmed for almost 50 years.
Ontario Farmland Trust
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Remembering Deirdre Wright
Staff at the Ontario Farmland Trust (OFT) learned that Deirdre Wright, OFT’s very first easement donor
and long-time supporter, passed away on March 1, 2021.
Deirdre, or Binks as she was known by family
and friends, was passionate in her support of
farmland preservation. She believed with a
feistiness, admired by many, that farmland was
to be protected at all costs from development.
Rodger Cummins and Don Prince, OFT Land
Committee volunteers, remember the lengthy
process to protect Deirdre’s farm. “It was the
first easement for OFT and there was much to
be learned and understood in terms of setting
up the easement. But, Deirdre was determined.
She kept after us to get it done. She hoped that
her easement would be an example to others”,
Rodger reflects. “And it was such a happy day
when she entertained the OFT Board, staff,
neighbours and others to celebrate the
completion of the easement.”

Jill Green, family friend and daughter of the late Lorna Bethell, shared
with us how Deirdre enjoyed her beloved farm. “She had many, many
good times at Belain Farm and many horses, dogs, and cats over
the years. Even an otter! For many years she shared her love of the
farm and animals with her late husband Charlie Wright who became
an enthusiastic rider himself. Until she moved to Guelph she went to
the gym in Erin three times per week, determined to continue to be
independent and live life to the fullest. I so admired her courage and
determination. I will miss her feistiness and strength, which she kept
until the end.”

“When I looked around, I saw lands being used up
and farmers losing their properties. I wanted to make
a difference and help preserve some green space and
farmlands for the future.”
- Deirdre Wright

It was Deirdre who inspired the Board and staff at the Trust to press on with this important work. She
had a list of neighbours and friends to approach next!
One such neighbour and friend, the late Lorna Bethell, did follow suit and protect her farm, just down
the road, in 2012 with the Trust. She too believed that farmland should remain for farming, and wanted
to leave a lasting legacy for the future. Both properties were not only important agricultural lands, but
included important natural areas -wetlands, ponds and forest- that are part of the core Greenlands System in Peel Region and the headwaters of the Credit River.
Deirdre’s land, Belain Farm, is also adjacent to Provincially Significant Wetlands, and is home to a number of species at risk. But, the farm was at risk from nearby gravel pits and oncoming development.
Deirdre told staff when they started this work that she knew she had to do something. “When I looked
around, I saw lands being used up and farmers losing their properties. I wanted to make a difference
and help preserve some green space and farmlands for the future.”
Ontario Farmland Trust

Deirdre loved being on the farm. She loved the land and could not
imagine it being lost to development. She and her late husband,
Charles, moved to the farm in 1970 and she enjoyed many years on
the land before moving to a seniors’ home in Guelph in 2019.

16

Duncan Bull, stepson of Deirdre’s from her second marriage to John
Bull, told us, “The Ontario Farmland Trust was very important to her.
She was very proud to be a part of it.” OFT staff understood that,
and experienced her passion first hand!
“Deirdre was one of the first people I ever talked to when I started
with the Trust in 2014. She called regularly to check in, to make sure
we were reaching out to others to protect their land, and to make
sure her monthly donations were always in order”, reflected Krista
Long, Program Manager. “She was one of my favourite people to talk
with. Her passion and determination were infectious!”
Kathryn Enders, Executive Director, met Deirdre only once during an
annual monitoring visit on the farm, but she left a lasting impression.
“In my mind, Deirdre will always be somewhat of a legend at the
Trust. She forged the way forward for so many other landowners to
protect their land. Her passion and commitment to farmland protection is her legacy, and she will never be forgotten for that.”

2020 Donor Impact Report
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Meet the team
Staff

Kathryn Enders, Executive Director
Krista Long, Program Manager
Emma Jane Woods, Farmland Ecology Intern

Board of Directors

Bernard Pope, Chair
Margaret Walton, Vice Chair
Peter Peeters, Vice Chair
Megan Mills, Secretary
Bethanee Jensen, Treasurer
Collette Aeschlimann
Matthew Colley

2020 Financials Report

Bill French
Pam Fulford
Suzanne Lawrence
Spencer McDonald
Mark Reusser
Larry Rosevear
Frank Shaw

Foundation
Government
Donations & Membership
Donations In Kind
Event: 0% (due to COVID-19)

Ontario Farmland Trust

Audited 2020

Audited 2019

Revenue

214,253

299,768

Expenses

198,361

286,171

Balance

15,892

13,597

Photo of Staff and Board 2018/2019 (left to right): Pamela Fulford,
Kathryn Enders, Peter Peeters, Bernard Pope, Megan Mills,
Suzanne Lawrence, Frank Shaw, Spencer McDonald.
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c/o University of Guelph, SEDRD
Guelph, ON N1G 2W1
(519) 824-4120 ext. 52654
info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca
www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca

“Farmland is the medium in which all agriculture products are
produced. Should it not be protected with great fervour?”
- Bernard Pope, Board Chair

OntarioFarmlandTrust
ONFarmlandTrust
OntarioFarmlandTrust

