
LEAVING 
YOUR 
LEGACY



Why leave a 
legacy gift?
The Ontario Farmland Trust (OFT) is the only 
organization with a specific mandate to help 
you protect farmland and achieve your land 
conservation goals.

A legacy gift of land, an easement, or a monetary 
donation to OFT leaves a lasting impact. 

Your gift will:
•	 Permanently protect Ontario family farms

•	 Provide stewardship and monitoring on 
existing farmland easement properties to 
ensure the health of the soil and natural 
features are maintained in perpetuity

•	 Support outreach to other landowners and 
inspire them to leave a legacy of farmland 
forever in their community

How can I leave a 
legacy gift?
Every legacy gift is an important and personal 
matter. It is important that you discuss your 
intentions with your family and receive advice from 
your lawyer and financial advisor.

There are several ways to leave a legacy gift to OFT.

1  Land can be donated as part of estate 
planning. Donating land with ‘life interest’ 
allows you to give ownership to the Ontario 
Farmland Trust, while retaining the right to 
use and live on the land for your lifetime or 
the lifetime of someone else named, such as 
your children.

   A charitable tax receipt is provided for the 
value of the land donation minus the value of 
the ‘remainder’ interest.

2  Donating a Farmland Easement Agreement 
ensures that your farm will be permanently 
protected from development and non-
agricultural uses. You keep ownership of the 
land and donate an ‘interest’ on title to the 

Protecting the farming heritage 
here and these rich farming soils 
is the most important thing I can 
do. The conservation easement is 
my thank you to the land, and my 
promise to the future.

- Helen Martinic, easement donor



t h e le g ac y o f t h e 
Hindmarsh 

Family Farm
It has been the goal of my family to conserve the 
rich and diverse agricultural and environmental 
land that we have owned since 1947. My parents, 
John and Marian Hindmarsh, dedicated their 
time and energy to farm the land and enhance 
the environment through their conservation 
efforts. It is an important legacy of ours to protect 
this land in perpetuity.

 My family worked to enhance the 
environmental beauty of the Hindmarsh farm 
by reforesting marginal areas, creating ponds 
for fish and waterfowl, and implementing 
appropriate soil and water conservation 
techniques. My siblings and I were raised on 
the farm and were given the opportunity to 
experience wildlife and to explore the land, 
learn from it, and enjoy life.
 Farmland is so important. Land trusts serve 
a crucial role in being able to not only protect
agricultural land but also the ecological values 
that strengthen and diversify our environment.
We sought to work with Ontario Farmland Trust 
to conserve and further improve the work and

dedication my father 
put into the land.

– Susan Chan

“Our family had always hoped the farm 
could be preserved for agriculture….
and now’s the time”

- Marian Hindmarsh, easement donor

Ontario Farmland Trust, so you can be assured 
that land will forever remain in farming. A 
charitable tax receipt is provided for the value 
of the easement donation.

3  An endowment fund can allow you to leave 
a legacy of protecting farmland even if you 
don’t own a farm. Consider contributing 
to a monthly or annual endowment fund 
to support farmland protection or land 
stewardship. A charitable tax receipt is 
provided for the value of the donation.

Ecological Gifts 
Program
Your easement or land donation may qualify 
for Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 
Ecological Gifts Program if your farm contains 
significant natural features (forest, wetlands, 
grasslands, or other wildlife habitat). This program 
provides enhanced tax benefits for protection of 
these natural areas in addition to the protection of 
working farmlands.

These include:
•	 No taxable capital gains on 

the donation
•	 Charitable tax receipt can be applied to 100% of 

your annual income
•	 Tax receipt can be used against your taxable 

income over a 10-year period

Contact us
If you have chosen to leave 
a legacy gift to OFT in your 
will, please let us know so 
we can thank you!



Contact us today to learn more about 
how OFT can help you achieve your 
conservation goals and leave a legacy 
of farmland forever.

Ontario Farmland Trust
c/o University of Guelph, SEDRD
Guelph, ON  N1G 2W1

T (519) 824-4120 x 52654 
E info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca
W www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca


