
Protecting Farmland Forever
The Mission of the Ontario Farmland Trust is to protect and preserve Ontario 
farmlands and associated agricultural, natural and cultural features of the 
countryside through direct land securement, stewardship, policy research 
and education for the benefit of Ontarians today and future generations.

Message from the Chair

2014 was a milestone year for the Ontario Farmland 
Trust on many fronts. Ten short years ago the idea for a 
farmland trust in Ontario was born at the University of 
Guelph. Now, after a decade of foundational work, the 
policy, research, education and farmland protection efforts 
of OFT are gaining momentum and increased recognition 
within the field. This annual report touches on each of 
those areas, as we reflect on our work over the past year.  
 
Based on the number of farm owners turning to OFT to help 
them permanently protect their land, OFT’s substantive 
analysis and contributions to public policy development, 
strong partnerships with farm organizations, the show 
of support at our 10th Anniversary Event, and on-going 
dialogue at our Farmland Forums, it is clear the Ontario 
Farmland Trust is seen as a leader in farmland protection.   
 
With the Province’s commitment to a new Farms Forever 
initiative, to support young farmers and farmland easement 

protection, we are encouraged and hopeful. We believe there 
are immediate opportunities to respond to the challenge 
of farmland loss, and we are prepared to work alongside 
partners to utilize OFT’s capacity to broaden the impact of 
on-the-ground farmland preservation efforts throughout 
Ontario.   We see the opportunity to harness broad societal 
concern for healthy food and local production into effective 
farmland protection – through land use policy, through 
support for farmers and farming, and through the direct land 
securement work that land trusts are most uniquely suited for.  
 
Our work would not be possible without the ongoing support 
of current and past board members, staff, volunteers and 
donors. Thank you. With your support, I know the Ontario 
Farmland Trust will continue to play an important role in 
farmland protection for the next 10 years and more.    

 
   —  Norman Ragetlie

2014 Annual Report



OFT regularly hosts events and brings together people who care about the future of Ontario farmland, agriculture and 
local food.  2014 highlights include: 

Education & Outreach

Protecting Farms
The number of farm owners who want to 
protect their land with the Ontario Farmland 
Trust (OFT) continues to grow. OFT launched 
a $1 million Farmland Forever fundraising 
campaign in 2014 to raise the support 
needed to meet this demand and protect of 
1,500 acres (15 farms) by 2019. We made 
great progress toward protecting three more 
farms in Wellington and Brant Counties this 
year, and hope to celebrate these completed 
farmland protection agreements in 2015.  
 
We have also been actively stewarding OFT’s 
nine easement farms, meeting with farm 
owners and supporting good management 
of protected agricultural and natural lands. 
Thanks to collaboration with the Hindmarsh 
Family, the Maitland Valley Conservation 
Authority, Environment Canada, Ducks 
Unlimited and the Huron Stewardship  
Council, a major wetland restoration project 
took root at one OFT protected farm in 2014, 
creating new wildlife habitat and improving 
farm drainage. 

In 2014 OFT supported improvements to farmland protection policy 
in Ontario by:

Policy Development

• Contributing to the development of new ‘socially 
and environmentally responsible’ standards 
for the aggregate industry that include greater 
consideration of impacts on farmland and 
agriculture.

• Promoting reform of the Ontario’s Development 
Charges Act and Land Use Planning Appeal 
System to stop subsidization of urban sprawl on 
farmland and strengthen farmland protection 
requirements in municipal land use planning.

• Engaging with the Province’s emerging Farms Forever 
initiative, sharing OFT’s experience with farmland easements 
and encouraging more support for farmer-led permanent land 
protection.

• Convening 150 farmers, conservation groups, planners and policy-makers for our 10th annual Ontario Farmland 
Forum. The theme, Toward Permanent Land Protection in an Evolving Policy Environment, sparked much discussion on 
the impact of the Greater Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt and Growth Plan on farmland protection in the Province. 

• Partnering  with York Region to deliver a Farm Conservation Opportunities Forum for farmers, land  conservation 
organizations and municipalities to discuss the potential for new farmland securement partnerships in the region.

• Celebrating our 10th Anniversary! More than 70 friends and supporters gathered to reflect on the great progress 
that has been made on farmland protection in Ontario over the past decade at OFT and among government and 
community partners. We also introduced OFT’s first Farmland Legacy awards, honouring our founding Chair 
Stew Hilts, and long-time OFT supporters and farmland protection advocates Don Prince and Rodger Cummins. 

OFT Board Members at our 10th Anniversary Celebration 

2014 wetland restoration project at the Hindmarsh Farm  



2014 Financial Report

For the year ended December 31, 2014

This report is a summary based on audited financial statements prepared for the Ontario Farmland Trust by Curtis-Villar LLP. 
The complete statements with auditor’s notes are available from OFT upon request.

      

REVENUES 2014 2013
Member contributions & donations 33,444 21,980
Donations in kind 13,700 15,500
Land Easement donations (in-kind) - 90,000 
Foundation donations 77,068 78,626
Government grants 29,922 10,647
Event income 20,215 6,448

174,349 223,201

       

EXPENDITURES 2014 2013
Research, education & outreach 52,335 36,854
Land securement 31,631 35,478
Project management & operating 42,287 43,450
Events 19,919 6,368

146,172 122,150

Net Revenue 28,177 101,051
Net Assets at Beginning of Year 871,702 770,651
Net Assets at End of Year 899,879 871,702

Member contributions & donations 19%
Donations in kind 8%
Foundation donations 44%
Government grants 17%
Event income 12%

Research, education & outreach 36%
Land securement  22%
Project management & operating 29%
Events 13%

Belain Farm, Town of Caldeon, Protected by Easement



Join us. Help protect  
 Farmland Forever.

We welcome your support as we work 
together to protect Ontario farmlands 
and to sustain local food and farm 
livelihoods in communities across the 
province. 
Make farmland protection part of 
your legacy for future generations.
Contact us to learn more about how 
to incorporate a gift to the Ontario 
Farmland Trust in your will, or to 
explore other giving options, including 
individual donations and corporate 
giving. 

Call Matt Setzkorn at  
(519) 824-4120 x 52654, or email  

matt@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca

c/o University of Guelph
School of Environmental Design &

 Rural Development
Guelph, ON, Canada N1G 2W1

(519) 824-4120 x 52654
info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca
www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca

 Thanks to all our 2014 donors and partners. A special thanks to these key supporters:

Our Vision is for a future where Ontario’s best farmland is valued 
and permanently protected through sound policy, partnerships and 
proactive community engagement, where diverse farming communities 
thrive, and where the protection of farmland, agriculture and local 
food production is recognized as the foundation of a sustainable rural 
economy in Ontario.
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