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Message from the Chair and 
Executive Director
2018 was another year of growth for the Ontario Farmland Trust. 
Throughout the year we made great progress on our land securement 
goals. In December we registered our thirteenth Farmland Easement 
Agreement, bringing us to 1,350 acres of permanently protected land. 
This Easement is our sixth registered property in Simcoe County, which 
serves to strengthen the growing cluster of permanently protected 
farmland in that area. We continue to build momentum on this 
achievement with five new land securement projects underway that will 
further broaden our land securement profile and grow our network of 
permanently protected land across Ontario.

In 2018 we brought our annual Farmland Forum to Prince Edward 
County, which is the furthest east it has ever been. We built new 
relationships with local partners to deliver the event and host our first 
farmland protection Q&A the evening before the Forum. This event was 
a major success and welcomed many new supporters and participants 
to engage in discussion about farmland protection.

We continue to provide a strong voice for farmland protection at the 
provincial level through our written commentary on draft Growth 
Plan policy implementation guides and attendance at the Growth Plan 
stakeholder consultation forum in the fall.

Moving forward, we will continue building momentum by broadening 
our network, increasing support, and strengthening partnerships across Ontario. 

It is an honour to work with our donors, volunteers, current and past board members, and staff 
on this very important work of farmland protection in Ontario. Thank you for your support and 
all you do. We could not accomplish all that we have without your support. 
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" We will continue building momentum by broadening 
our network, increasing support, and strengthening 
partnerships across Ontario. "  
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Farmland Protection
OFT worked with the Morrison family throughout 2018 to permanently protect their 173-acre 
farm in Simcoe County.

Located near the rapidly expanding Town of Collingwood, the Morrison Farm was 
threatened by urban sprawl. This threat is why Murray and Jo-Anne Morrison chose to 
partner with OFT to place a Farmland  Easement Agreement on their property and ensure it 
is never lost to urban development. 

The Morrison property has been farmed by the family for 32 years and produces a variety 
of crops including corn, soybeans, wheat, pumpkins, squash, and gourds. The farm also 
includes a variety of natural areas, including wetlands, forests, and a portion of the Pretty 
River. The agricultural and natural areas are home to a number of species at risk, including 
butternut trees and bobolink. 

This property is OFT's 13th registered Farmland Easement Agreement and our 6th easement 
located in Simcoe County. Along with this property, OFT continues to inspect and monitor 
all easement properties annually.
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" Our family has a farming history and we wished to 
preserve this legacy as well as prevent our farm from 
being used for urban development. An agricultural 
easement afforded us this opportunity.” 

– Murray and Jo-Anne Morrison, Easement Donors
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Farmland Policy
OFT continued to provide a strong voice for farmland protection by advocating for strong 
provincial policies and effective guidance documents for policy implementation. 

During the spring, the provincial government released proposed Greenbelt expansion study 
areas in the outer ring for commentary. OFT supported the study areas’ focus on healthy 
water resources and recommended the government integrate farmland protection within 
these areas to support the relationship between water quality and agricultural viability.

OFT also continued work on improving the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 
OFT provided written commentary on the draft guidance documents for the Municipal 
Comprehensive Review and Agricultural Impact Assessments, which will assist municipal 
planners and decision makers with Growth Plan implementation. This commentary provided 
specific recommendations to improve clarity and place greater emphasis on effective 
farmland protection measures. 

During the fall, OFT attended a large Growth Plan stakeholder forum hosted by the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing alongside numerous other agricultural and environmental 
organizations. OFT provided a strong voice in support of stronger farmland protections, 
effective policy, and an ongoing commitment to protect and promote the viability of the 
agri-food sector in the Greater Golden Horseshoe.
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Annual Farmland Forum
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The 14th Annual Farmland Forum was held on April 5th, 2018 at the Wellington & District 
Community Centre in Prince Edward County. OFT partnered with the County to bring the 
Forum the furthest east it has ever been and reach new audiences to discuss farmland 
protection. In total, the event brought together 103 planners, farmers, researchers, policy 
makers, elected officials, and land conservation enthusiasts from across Ontario to discuss 
the theme “Building Farmland Viability in Ontario.”

The day included a variety of panels and plenary presentations that discussed different tools, 
strategies, and policies from across Ontario that support the success of farm businesses. 
Forum participants left with the takeaway that supporting farmers, farm businesses, and 
rural communities also protects farmland.

OFT welcomed Kim Grout, the CEO of British Columbia’s Agricultural Land Commission 
as the 2018 keynote speaker. Kim discussed the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), which 
is the only Canadian example of a province-wide land use zone that protects all Canadian 
Land Inventory class 1-4 land, along with classes 5-7 when needed for contiguous farmland 
protection. Although farmland in the ALR faces population growth and subdivision 
pressures, Kim shared her hope for a future where farmland continues to be protected and 
viable as a result of strong and effective policies and legislation.
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2018 Financials Report

Audited 
2018

Audited 
2017

Revenue 315,362 382,521
Expense 290,392 273,812
Balance 24,970 108,709

Other (1%) Donations In Kind (4%)

Event Income (2%)

Foundation 
Grants (22%)

Donations and 
Memberships 
(16%)

Government Grants (55%)
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Protecting Farmland Forever
The Mission of the Ontario Farmland Trust is to protect and preserve Ontario 
farmlands and associated agricultural, natural, and cultural features of the 
countryside through direct land securement, stewardship, policy research and 
education for the benefit of Ontarians today and future generations.

c/o University of Guelph, SEDRD
Guelph, ON N1G 2W1
(519) 824-4120 ext. 52654
info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca  |  www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca
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