
. . . toward a future where Ontario farmland is permanently protected

through sound policy and proactive community engagement

Protecting Farmland Forever
The Mission of the Ontario Farmland Trust is to protect and preserve Ontario

farmlands and associated agricultural, natural and cultural features of the

countryside through direct land securement, stewardship, policy research

and education for the benefit of Ontarians today and future generations.

2015 Annual Report

Message from the Chair

2015 was a busy year of growth for the OFT.
We reached an important milestone in the
spring, protecting our 10th farm and 1000th
acre of Ontario farmland. The work did not
stop there. An 11th farmland easement
agreement was completed in the fall in
partnership with the Oak Ridges Moraine Land
Trust, and work began on two more farmland
protection projects.  We continue our leading
role, working alongside our partners –
farmers, farmland owners, local organizations
and funders - as we diligently pursue the
farmland protection work that is gaining
momentum and strength in Ontario. 

Education and outreach remained at the
forefront of our activities in 2015. We hosted
our 11th annual Ontario Farmland Forum,
updated our website with hands-on
information and tools to support farmers,
farmland owners and farm advisors to better
understand and engage in farmland easement

agreements. And, we are very proud to be
able to share our new video about OFT, the
importance of Ontario farmland and farmland
protection. 

Together with these new educational tools,
on-going policy reviews such as the Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, new
partnerships with farmers and farmland
owners, and more permanent farmland
easement agreements established, we will
build a strong future for agriculture and family
farms in Ontario. 

The success of the work here at the Ontario
Farmland Trust is dependent on the generous
support of our members, staff, board,
farmland owners, volunteers, and donors.
Thank you for working with us to help protect
Ontario Farmland Forever. 

- Norman Ragetlie



Convening 120 farmers, conservation groups,
planners and policy-makers for our 11th annual
Ontario Farmland Forum in Oshawa. The theme,
“Pursuing Diverse & Collaborative Approaches to

Farmland Protection” was ranked as one of our best

forums, as we connected with local farmland
preservation concerns and opportunities in the
Greater Golden Horseshoe, discussed provincial
policy development, and learned from Pennsylvania
and California approaches to farmland protection.

Launching a Farmland Easement Innovation project
to develop a new fact sheet series and website
content to support farmland easement agreements
in Ontario thanks to the support of a Growing
Forward 2 grant.  

Education & Outreach
2015 highlights include:

In 2015 the Ontario Farmland Trust reached a major
milestone, passing the 1000 acre mark to  protect over 1100
acres of farmland and 11 farms.   

Our 10th land protection agreement was precedent setting,
introducing a new partnership with the Jesuits of Upper
Canada and the Ignatius Jesuit Centre. Together we
protected 92 acres of land just north of the City of Guelph,
and adjacent to Guelph Lake, helping to reduce pressure
for urban sprawl and buffering Wellington County
farmlands beyond. The easement was the first of its kind in
Canada that saw a Catholic Order partnering with a land
trust to make a commitment to permanent land protection.
It is also a property that is open to the public and includes
hiking trails and old growth forest, preserving additional
community benefits for future generations.

The 11th farm was protected in collaboration with the Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust in the fall of 2015. It is a
beautiful 99 acre property in the Town of Mono with rolling farm fields and pastureland and stunning views along
the Niagara Escarpment.

Protecting Farms

Submitting extensive comments on the Greenbelt

Plan, Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe,

Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and Niagara

Escarpment Plan to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
& Housing as part of their “4-Plan Review”.

Presenting recommendations on the Draft Guidelines

on Permitted Uses in Ontario’s Prime Agricultural

Areas to the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs. 

Continuing the dialogue with the Province regarding
the emerging Farms Forever initiative, sharing OFT’s
experience with farmland protection agreements
and encouraging more support for farmer-led
permanent land protection.

In 2015 OFT supported improvements to farmland
protection policy in Ontario by:

•

•

•

Creating our first video with a grant from the Local
Food Fund to share the stories of farmers and
farmland owners who have protected their farms
and to communicate the importance of protecting
Local Land for Local Food. 

•

•

•

Policy Development

Chair Norman Ragetlie speaking at a celebration

event at the new Ignatius protected site

Film project with farmers of Little Rock Farm



REVENUES 2015 2014

Member contributions & donations 36,960 31,392

Donations in kind 13,000 13,700

Land Easement Donations (in-kind) - -

Foundation Grants 58,022 77,235

Government Grants 53,141 29,543

Event Income 15,017 20,215

Other income 13,587 2,265

189,727 174,350

EXPENDITURES 2015 2014

Research, Education & Outreach 104,976 52,335

Land Securement 37,848 31,631

Project Management & Operating 34,232 42,287

Events 10,904 19,919

187,960 146,172

Net Revenue 1,767 28,177

Net Assets at Beginning of Year 899,879 871,702

Net Assets at End of Year 901,646 899,879

Member Contributions & Donations 19%

Donations in kind 7%

Land Easement Donations 0%

Foundation Grants 31%

Government Grants 28%

Event Income 8%

Other Income 7%

Research, Education & Outreach 56%

Land Securement 20%

Project Management & Operating 18%

Events 6%

2015 Financial Report

For the year ended December 31, 2015

This report is a summary based on audited financial statements prepared for the Ontario Farmland Trust by Curtis-Villar LLP.

The complete statements with auditor’s notes are available from OFT upon request.

Little Rock Farm, Simcoe County, Protected by Easement



Thanks to all our 2015 donors and partners. A special thanks to these key supporters: 

Farmland Forever

Join our Friends of Farmland

monthly giving program today. 

Your monthly gift of $15, $25 or

$50 makes supporting farmland

protection easy, and helps

sustain the Farmland Trust’s

programs, while saving

administrative costs so that

your donation goes directly to

farmland protection projects. 

Monthly giving can be set up

from your bank account or

credit card – give Krista a call at

519-824-4120 x52654. 

With�your�help�we�can�protect
Ontario�Farmland Forever.

c/o University of Guelph 
School of Environmental Design & 

Rural Development 
Guelph, ON, Canada N1G 2W1 

(519) 824-4120 x 52654 
info@ontariofarmlandtrust.ca 
www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca 

Our�Vision is for a future where Ontario’s best farmland is
valued and permanently protected through sound policy,
partnerships and proactive community engagement, where
diverse farming communities thrive, and where the protection
of farmland, agriculture and local food production is recognized
as the foundation of a sustainable rural economy in Ontario. 
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